
Dear SJRS and OLMA Families,

I hope that everyone had a very restful Thanksgiving break.  We are full steam ahead now for the next few weeks until we get 
to Christmas break.  Thank you to everyone for your help with sharing your travel activity from Thanksgiving.  Please begin 
thinking ahead to the Christmas break, and reach out to me with questions about our protocol.  Thank you!

During this season of Advent, as we prepare our hearts for the arrival of Jesus, I will be doing some extra special surprise 
activities each day with the students.  Be sure to ask your children about this to hear about their fun.

As you may know every year the 4th grade performs the Nativity pageant as part of our Christmas concert.  Although we are 
unable to come together in a large group for our Christmas concert this year, over the course of the last eight weeks, Mrs. 
Amundson and I have tried to come up with a plan that would still allow the 4th grade to put on the pageant in an 
appropriate way. We wanted to honor the tradition of the pageant for the 4th graders. Unfortunately, due to the current 
COVID situation, we have decided to postpone the pageant this year. We understand that this is disappointing news for all. 
We too feel this disappointment as it is one of our favorite traditions of the year. This was a very difficult decision, but in the 
end, we felt that putting something together simply for the sake of doing it would not honor the 4th graders or our tradition. 
We want this class to have the same experience as previous classes in terms of presenting the pageant at The Colonial Theatre
with all of the usual music and joy that this night brings. Our plan is for this class to present the pageant at next year’s 
Christmas concert. We hope that this will ease some of the disappointment, and give everyone something to look forward to.

Keep an eye out during the next few weeks for details about videos that we will share of each of the classes performing their 
individual class Christmas music that they have been working on throughout the Fall.  The videos will be posted on our web 
site, and will likely be on Facebook as well.  Stay tuned!

May Your Spirit Be Lifted,

Christopher Smith
Principal

Saint Joseph Regional School
Our Lady of Mercy Academy

December 3, 2020 Newsletter

IMPORTANT DATES
12/4 – School Mass (Grades 3-10) – 9:30am
12/7 – Dress down day for all grades (special Advent treat 
from Mr. Smith!)
12/21-1/1 – Christmas Break – NO SCHOOL

Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: 
Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a 
son, and she will call His name Immanuel.

Today, Mr. Smith surprised the Kindergarten with an Advent 
treat.  They enjoyed popcorn while watching The Grinch together!



Middle School students dancing with Kristen Leach from
New Hampshire Dance Institute.

SHOP AMAZONSMILE FOR CHRISTMAS!
AmazonSmile is a simple 
way for you to support 
SJRS every time you shop, 
at no cost to you. 
AmazonSmile is available 
at smile.amazon.com
on your web browser and can be activated in the Amazon 
Shopping app for iOS and Android phones. When you shop 
at AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same prices, selection 
and shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added 
benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible 
purchases to SJRS.  CLICK HERE for all of the details 
and to activate AmazonSmile. THANK YOU!

PICTURE RETAKE DAY
Geskus will be having a 
picture retake day on 
Thursday, December 10,
at 9:00am at SJRS.  Please email 
Kate (kate@stjosephkeene.org) 
if you are interested in having 
your child’s photo retaken that day.

OVER-THE-COUNTER MEDICATION
If you have not already done so, please be sure to 
complete the Over-the-Counter Medication Permission 
Form as soon as possible for each of the students in your 
household.  THANK YOU!
CLICK HERE to complete the form.

SJRS SPORTS PROGRAMS

Middle School Basketball
Because of COVID concerns, we will NOT be having 
Middle School basketball this winter.

Middle School Volleyball
Because we will not have basketball, 
we would like to perhaps have a 
Middle School volleyball program 
this winter instead.  If you are interested 
in helping with volleyball after school (for your fundraising 
buyout job), please contact Kate 
(kate@stjosephkeene.org).  We would like to have the 
program one or two days per week immediately after school 
in the gym.  

2020 SJRS SUNCATCHER ORNAMENTS
We have these beautiful glass suncatchers available for purchase for $25 each as part 
of our year-end Annual Fund campaign!

CLICK HERE for details and to purchase online!

The suncatcher makes a perfect gift this Christmas for an alum, parent 
or grandparent. They can be hung in a window year round, and can also be 
used as a Christmas tree ornament. We have a very limited number of these 
special suncatchers, so be sure to order soon -- they will go quickly! The 
suncatchers are hand-pressed out of recycled glass, and made locally at Old Hancock 
Glassworks in Antrim, New Hampshire.

This purchase supports the SJRS Annual Fund, strengthening the school by 
providing classroom resources, student financial assistance, technology, arts, 
facility improvements, field trips, and extracurricular activities.

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_se_rspo_laas_aas
mailto:kate@stjosephkeene.org
https://forms.gle/npNqz2YRN7Qx9U6y7
mailto:kate@stjosephkeene.org
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/2020suncatchers


SJRS STUDENT COUNCIL UPDATE
The SJRS Student 
Council will be
selling hot chocolate 
with whipped cream 
and a candy cane 
during the lunch 
period every 
THURSDAY
starting next 
Thursday, 
December 10, 
until January 28.  
The cost is $1.00.

SJRS MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND
Sectionals Schedule from Mr. Thies

Week of December 7
TUESDAY
8:30 - 9:15 - Clarinet
10:00 - 10:45 - Percussion

WEDNESDAY
10:30 - 11:15 - Trombone/ Baritone
12:30 - 1:15 - Clarinet

THURSDAY
8:30 - 9:15 - Flute/Strings
9:30 - 10:15 - Bass

FRIDAY
10:30 - 11:15 - Trumpet

Please be sure that your child has their instrument in school 
on the day of their sectional.  Thank you!

SJRS CHILDCARE NEWS
Please be sure to register your 
student for Childcare 
at least 10 days in advance.

CLICK HERE to register for the week of December 7.

CLICK HERE to register for the week of December 14.

In the future, Childcare invoices will be emailed to parents.  
Please let Miss Hoye know the email to which you would 
like to receive your invoice.  Prompt payment is greatly 
appreciated.  Thank you!

OCTOBER SAVES GOALIE CHALLENGE 
UPDATE – THANK YOU FROM RAFFI!
You may recall that earlier
this fall, Raffi Podniesinski
(grade 5) asked for help
with his October Saves 
Goalie Challenge fundraiser.
Below is the note that 
Raffi’s coach of the 
Islanders Hockey Club 
sent out recently. It explains 
why October Saves 
matters so much. Raffi wanted to say a huge THANK 
YOU to everyone who donated!  

“Hi Everyone, I wanted to congratulate Raffi for being 
the #1 World Wide "October Saves" fundraiser! He 
raised to date $22,291 beating all of US and 25 out of 31 
combined states!!! He even beat all of Canada.

That's amazing and we were in quarantine for half of Oct 
to boot! He took it as a challenge and went viral and kept 
working! Awesome job buddy!

As the parent of an 8yr old player/goalie that went 
through a brain tumor and cancer treatments, I can't 
thank Raf enough for his initiative to do this 
fundraiser. Fundraising like this brought technology that 
saved Caleb and there's kids/families all over the world 
praying the breakthrough they need comes in time. I 
think back to those families we met/lived with at MGH & 
Spaulding who were waiting/praying and things like this 
do matter.

Thank you for taking the time to read this and when you 
see Raf, give him a thumbs up for a great kid and great 
teammate.
Coach Jeff “

Earlier this month, Mrs. 
Mann had a book scavenger 

hunt with the 4th grade in 
the library!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/144T5l8DDdu8ji9IvGFmtPo3x3SOeE6q8VSvdIB311xc/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1X3vHUizmOZl-tv6zVmRtKnx1UP5phKWPT69669EZyD8/edit


GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS AVAILABLE IN OUR 
ONLINE STORES!
We now have our own SJRS and 
OLMA online stores through 
Bulldog Design in Keene! All 
orders are produced on demand 
as they come in.  Please allow 
2-3 weeks for delivery.  Lots of 
fun gear to choose from!  These 
stores serve as fundraisers for 
SJRS and OLMA, so a portion 
of the sales come back to our 
schools.

https://sjrsapparel.itemorder.com/sale
https://mercyacademy.itemorder.com/

Lots of Thanksgiving activities happening all around the school last week!

The Builders Club prepared 10 Thanksgiving baskets for families in 
need last week and donated these to Monadnock Family Services.

Making snowmen in PE this week!

https://sjrsapparel.itemorder.com/sale
https://mercyacademy.itemorder.com/

