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Dear OLMA Families,

Our faculty and staff members have been making 
appointments for their COVID vaccinations and many have 
been able to get their first shots this past week already.  
Things have gone pretty smoothly for everyone.  I was 
fortunate to get an appointment quickly, and got the first 
dose of my vaccine last Saturday at Walgreens in Keene.  90% 
of our faculty/staff members will be getting the vaccine.  I 
will continue to update you as we go along, but I expect that 
everyone who is getting the vaccine will be finished by the 
beginning of May.

Please note that I have included next year’s calendar today.  
We are all looking forward to what will hopefully be a bit 
more normal 2021-2022 school year!  We also have a growing 
enrollment, and will likely more than double the number of 
students at Mercy next year.

A reminder that our sophomores will be taking the PSAT10 
in April.

And finally, please note that our attendance/tardiness policy 
has been clarified in the Handbook on our website.  See 
page 22 for the details.

May Your Spirit Be Lifted,

Christopher Smith
Principal

John 12:13
So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 
him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!”

IMPORTANT DATES
3/26 – School Mass – 9:30am (Grades 3-10)
3/26 – Stations of the Cross – 1:45pm (Grades 4-10)
3/26 – One-act play meeting – 3:00pm
4/1 – Holy Thursday (1/2 DAY)
4/2 – Good Friday (NO SCHOOL)
4/5 – Easter Monday (NO SCHOOL)
4/7 – End of the 3rd Quarter
4/22 – Ashuelot Concerts performances
4/26-4/30 – Spring Break (NO SCHOOL)

2021-2022 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
All families who would like to be considered for any amount 
of financial aid for next year must complete the FACTS
application for the 2021-2022 school year.
https://online.factsmgt.com/aid
Also, the NH Children's Scholarship Fund has assistance 
available for students entering Kindergarten or 1st Grade, or 
for students entering 2nd-12th grades transferring from a 
public school.  https://nh.scholarshipfund.org
If you have any questions about the above, please contact 
Mr. Smith.

Mr. Smith getting his COVID vaccine this week!

https://6d6061c7-a06d-4490-86e0-8347b506c7ca.filesusr.com/ugd/60eb28_45d9d417d586436e9d049ff38196154b.pdf
https://online.factsmgt.com/aid
https://nh.scholarshipfund.org/


SPRING CRAFT FAIR
UPDATE:  We have over 20 vendors already 
registered for our craft fair!  Calling all crafters!  In 
May, we will be having an outdoor craft fair.  More details 
will be coming on this, but for now, we would like to give 
our own families an opportunity to get a vendor table first 
before we open registration to others outside our school and 
parish communities.  If you are interested and would like 
more details, please contact Theresa Adams at 
craftfair@stjosephkeene.org.  Or go to:
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/spring-craft-fair

AfriCAN EDUCATE
As was mentioned last month, we now 
have a sister school in Uganda that we 
will be working with on a variety of 
initiatives.  Mercy students and a few 
of our 8th graders have already begun 
corresponding with their counterparts there. 
AfriCAN Educate is the local organization 
that has supported the building of St. Charles 
Lwanga School in Bucundura, and supported 
the students directly there as well.  We have raised 
$495 for AfriCAN Educate through our two dress down 
days that we have had over the past month!  Those funds 
have gone directly to help finish building the school.  To 
learn more about AfriCAN Educate:  

http://www.africaneducate.org/ 

A note from Fr. Robert Tumwekwase, who initiated this 
project.  He is the former associate pastor at St. Bernard’s 
and is originally from Bucundura:
Please pray for Peace in Uganda. Most importantly, let us 
pray for the children’s safety during this time of Covid-
19. (FYI actually a few children dropped out of school during 
the lockdown which has lasted for a whole year , since March 
18, 2020.) Pray for their families; pray for our donors that 
God may bless their families and all they do.

First round voting ends on March 28 for The Keene 
Sentinel 2021 Choice Awards!  Please consider voting for 
SJRS and OLMA for Best Local Private Schools (K-8 and 
9-12).  AND make sure to vote for our amazing art teacher, 
Molly Fletcher for Best Local Artist!  THANK YOU!!
https://www.sentinelsource.com/choice_awards/ball
ot/#//

Campus Ministry 
Update from Mrs. 
Herman:  Today, students 
honored the Solemnity of 
the Annunciation.
Through the Blessed 
Mother's Fiat, her "yes" to 
God's invitation for her to 
become His mom, the Word 
of God took on flesh and 
Jesus came into this world 
for our Salvation. Because 
Jesus came through Mary to 
the world, she has a special 
relationship with him and 
is very good at bringing us 
close to him as well. 
Students offered flowers at 
the statue of the Blessed 
Mother in our school 
Chapel to represent the 
intentions they invited her 
to lift up in prayer.

Yesterday students held a bake sale at St. Joe’s during lunch 
time to help raise funds for them to do a special teacher 
appreciation day later this month!

https://www.stjosephkeene.org/spring-craft-fair
http://www.africaneducate.org/
https://www.sentinelsource.com/choice_awards/ballot/#//


Campus Ministry Update from Mrs. Herman: Our students celebrated the Solemnity of St. Joseph on March 19th in this 
year of St. Joseph with prayerful and fun activities. They build strong structures with blocks in imitation of the way St. Joseph would 
build and protect the Holy Family. In the Chapel, students learned various prayers asking for St. Joseph's powerful intercession and 
even made their own for the St. Joseph Altar. Speaking of the power of St. Joseph's prayer, the end of a famine in the middle ages was 
attributed to this holy man's intercession. In honor of this, a tradition of gratitude for God's Providence and the practice of sharing 
bread and other baked goods with the hungry became an annual celebration. Students made soft pretzels to share with others and 
enjoyed some themselves.

The Aquinas House won the trivia contest last week! 

On Monday, students spent the morning in service to the 
parish and school communities as part of their community 
service requirement for this school year.  The students did a 
tremendous job, and their efforts were hugely appreciated! 


