
Dear OLMA Families,

I really can not believe that we’re into the 4th quarter of the school year already. For as challenging as the year has been at 
times, it has gone by so quickly!

Of interest is that SJRS and OLMA are official Candidates for Accreditation with the New England Association of Schools 
and College (NEASC).  We have demonstrated that we have the basic structures, policies, and systems in place to support a 
quality learning environment. Our cycle has now begun which will include comprehensive internal and external assessments, 
short- and long-term strategic planning, and periodic reporting.  We will be completing a detailed self-study and 
comprehensive curriculum reviews.  For the high school, this means that once accredited, we will be able to offer AP courses 
and be a standardized testing site.  Much more to come on this process, but we are very excited to have begun working 
towards accreditation.

We were blessed to welcome Ashuelot Concerts back this morning.  We had two performances that were absolutely 
magnificent.  A huge thank you to SJRS parents Louisa Stonehill and Nick Burns for bringing beautiful live music to our 
students!  For details about Ashuelot Concerts:  https://ashuelotconcerts.org/

Since it was Administrative Professionals Day yesterday, I want to mention both Kate Pratt and Allison Murray.  Both of 
them do an incredible job every day to keep all of us (me especially!) on track. They go way above and beyond the call of 
duty to manage the stream of phone calls, emails, injuries, lunch needs, meetings, tours, registrations, and everything in 
between.  THANK YOU Kate and Allison for all that you do at SJRS and OLMA!!

A reminder: there is NO SCHOOL tomorrow (Friday, April 23) and then we go into the Spring Break with NO SCHOOL 
all next week (April 26-30).

Another reminder:  if you’re traveling during the break, please reach out to me to discuss your specific situation.  We want to 
continue live instruction through the end of the year, but we continue to need everyone’s help to successfully do that.

I pray that you all have a wonderful, restful Spring Break!

May Your Spirit Be Lifted,

Christopher Smith
Principal

Saint Joseph Regional School
Our Lady of Mercy Academy
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Zechariah 10:1
Ask the LORD for rain in the springtime; it is the LORD 
who sends the thunderstorms. He gives showers of rain to 
all people, and plants of the field to everyone.

IMPORTANT DATES
4/23-4/30 – Spring Break (NO SCHOOL)
5/8 – Spring Craft Fair/Art Day – 9:00am-2:00pm
5/10-16 – NWEA testing (Grades 2-10)
5/28 – Memorial Day weekend (NO SCHOOL)
5/31 – Memorial Day weekend (NO SCHOOL)
6/2 – International Night – 5:30-7:30pm
6/6 – AfriCAN Educate Festival & Silent Auction– 1:00pm
6/11 – Baccalaureate Mass – 9:30am
6/16 – Mega Field Day/Last Day of School (HALF DAY)

Empowering students to grow as informed, inspired, compassionate souls.

REMINDER:  Spring Break begins TOMORROW (4/23) 
and is all next week (4/26-4/30).  HAVE A GREAT 
BREAK!

https://ashuelotconcerts.org/


INTERNATIONAL NIGHT
Back by popular demand -- International Night --
Wednesday, June 2 (5:30-7:30pm)!  It will of course look 
a little bit different this year because of Covid, but we will 
have food and various cultural activities throughout the 
evening.  We are going to be outdoors for most of the 
event this year.  We believe that if we all work together, 
we can make this a fun evening for all!

We need your help! Would you and your family like to 
be a part of International Night?  Would you like to share 
some of your family’s heritage?

FOOD/DRINKS
Is there a special recipe that you make at home with your 
family that is unique to your heritage?  We would love to 
have as many different cuisines from around the world as 
possible for everyone to try. 

CULTURE
Is there an aspect of your family’s culture that you can 
share with everyone?  In the past, we have had families 
wear traditional apparel, display special family items that 
have cultural or historical significance, and share recipes 
and customs.  

ENTERTAINMENT
We would love to include some entertainment as part of 
the evening.  In past years, we have had dancers, 
musicians, and drummers.  Are you part of a group that 
could perform or do you know someone who could 
perform?

We need lots of help from volunteers for the below events to be successful!

For the Spring Craft Fair/Art Day, we need volunteers to work shifts at the bake sale and raffle tables.  
We will also need lots of baked goods donated for the bake sale table.

For International Night, we need volunteers to bring food and share their culture in some way.

Please complete this quick form to indicate your interest in participating:  https://forms.gle/8YHhgtWChNMr815Q6

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!

SPRING CRAFT FAIR/ART DAY
Join us on Mother's Day weekend to shop outdoors from 
almost 50 great local New England craft vendors. We will 
also have lunch (hot dogs, burgers, chips, drinks) and baked 
goods for sale, and a raffle of items from all vendors. It will 
be a fun way to spend time with Mom on her special 
weekend, and you can shop for Mom too! Get a sneak peak 
at some of our vendors here:  
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/spring-craft-fair

Vendor registration is now closed.  We have close to 50 
vendors who will be joining us!

On this same day it will also be ART DAY.  All families are 
invited to walk through the school and view the students’ 
artwork that they have been working on throughout the 
year.  The school doors and windows will be wide open, and 
there will be a one-way path for everyone to follow.  We ask 
that you attend at the below indicated time based on last 
names, just to spread out attendees.  But if for some reason 
you can not make it to your specified time block, it’s OK.  
You may come at a different time.  Masks required.

ART DAY Families with last names 
starting with…

10:00-11:00am            A - F
11:00am-12:00pm      G - L
12:00-1:00pm              M - R
1:00-2:00pm                S – Z

https://forms.gle/8YHhgtWChNMr815Q6
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/spring-craft-fair


Jesus is Risen-Alleluia!
On Easter Wednesday (4/7), our whole school engaged in a day 
long celebration of Christ's victory over sin. Students said they 
had a blast bowling with their friends and teachers, enjoying ice 
cream at Yolo, and celebrating Jesus' rising from the dead. They 
had a great experience praying, playing Easter Trivia, and 
recounting the story of Jesus' resurrection. They participated in 
the reflective process of making Ukranian styled Pysanky Easter 
eggs.

The Service Fair was a super awesome school-wide activity. 
Each of the Mercy Project class students chose a local 
organization, became an expert about that organization's 
mission, and prepared a table complete with visual aids to 
promote the organization. Teachers fellow students toured the 
room to hear various presentations that included the 
organization's history, mission, and how they could support the 
organization. Students said that "overall, it was super fun to 
learn about how to get involved in all these local organizations."

SHOP AMAZONSMILE
AmazonSmile is a simple 
way for you to support 
SJRS every time you shop, 
at no cost to you. 
AmazonSmile is available 
at smile.amazon.com
on your web browser and can be activated in the Amazon 
Shopping app for iOS and Android phones. When you shop 
at AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same prices, selection 
and shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added 
benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible 
purchases to SJRS.  CLICK HERE for all of the details 
and to activate AmazonSmile. THANK YOU!

Shop Hannaford from now until May 29 and earn $$$ for 
SJRS!  Shop in-store or shop online!  For details about School 
Dollars: https://www.hannaford.com/about-
us/hannaford-helps/schools
PLEASE NOTE that the tower for SJRS in the Hannaford 
store on West Street is near the exit.

2021-2022 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
All families who would like to be considered for any amount 
of financial aid for next year must complete the FACTS
application for the 2021-2022 school year.
https://online.factsmgt.com/aid
Also, the NH Children's Scholarship Fund has assistance 
available for students entering Kindergarten or 1st Grade, or 
for students entering 2nd-12th grades transferring from a 
public school.  https://nh.scholarshipfund.org
If you have any questions about the above, please contact Mr. 
Smith.

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_se_rspo_laas_aas
https://www.hannaford.com/about-us/hannaford-helps/schools
https://online.factsmgt.com/aid
https://nh.scholarshipfund.org/


CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL STUDENTS WHO 
MADE THE HONOR ROLL FOR THE 
3RD QUARTER!

FIRST HONORS
9th Grade
James Crisman
Greta Fenn
Caden Nicholas
Tessa Pearson
Ethan Lewis
Brooke Muchmore

10th Grade
Sean Nelligan
Fitsum Visser

SECOND HONORS
9th Grade
Sophia Fisher
Alexander Shield
Owen Sanderson
Aiva Bailey

This morning, Ashuelot Concerts 
joined us once again!  All students 
at SJRS and OLMA attended 
performances in the gym.  They 
played piano trio pieces by Brahms 
and Mendelssohn.  What a gift it 
was to have them bring live 
chamber music directly to our 
students!

GOOD SAMARITAN AWARD
For the 3rd quarter, we would like to recognize Fitsum
Visser (grade 10), Sean Nelligan (grade 10), and Ethan 
Lewis (grade 9) for our Good Samaritan Award. 

The Good 
Samaritan Award, 
recognizes creativity, 
honesty, helpfulness, 
perseverance, kindness, 
respect, courtesy, altruism and empathy.

CONGRATULATIONS to 
the House of Ursula for 
winning this Month's House 
Competition on April 20th. 
The challenge was a game 
invented by the students 
which involved playing 
Capture the Flag with a twist 
while in the same field, 
playing dodgeball.




