
Dear OLMA Families:

As we begin the Lenten season, when we may be giving something up or fasting, I think about the many things that we have all 
already given up during this very trying and difficult time. We have had to give up hugs and handshakes and even smiles. Pope
Francis (in his 2021 Lenten message) says: "In these times of trouble, when everything seems fragile and uncertain, it may appear 
challenging to speak of hope. Yet Lent is precisely the season of hope...In Lent, may we be increasingly concerned with speaking
words of comfort, strength, consolation and encouragement, and not words that demean, sadden, anger or show scorn..." I 
believe Pope Francis is calling on us to fast from negativity and hurting words. He wants us to hope.

I sincerely hope that everyone (students, parents, and teachers) can get some much needed rest over the next break. We all need
it! It has been a difficult and taxing time as we remain one of the only schools in the area attending full-time throughout this 
pandemic. We all continue to do our best adhering to the rules and strictures of our environment and will aim to sustain our 
efforts until the environment changes. I appreciate all of your care in making sure the entire community remains safe and 
informed.

For those who are traveling outside of New England during the winter break, please consider if your family members 
need to quarantine or get COVID tests before your child returns to school.  Our remote learning is always an option 
to use, if needed, but we do need to know who will be using it.  Please contact me directly to discuss your specific 
situation, and the proper testing and quarantine protocols that are necessary for the return to school.  Also, everyone 
will receive our monthly COVID screening form before returning on Monday, March 1.  Please be sure to respond promptly.  

I wanted to let you know that re-enrollment for the 2021-22 school year is coming very soon.  Please keep an eye out for an email 
from me that will give you all necessary instructions.

A quick THANK YOU to Chelsea and Liberty for organizing a wonderful Catholic Schools Week earlier this month!  I hope 
that everyone enjoys a great winter break next week!   THANK YOU for your continued efforts as we all work together to keep 
us in school!

May Your Spirit Be Lifted,

Christopher Smith
Principal
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Mark 1:12-15
At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, and he 
was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted[a] by 
Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels 
attended him. After John was put in prison, Jesus went 
into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. “The 
time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come 
near. Repent and believe the good news!”

IMPORTANT DATES
2/19 – Stations of the Cross (1:30pm)  (Grades 4-10)
2/22-2/26 – Winter Break (NO SCHOOL)
3/1 – Early bird 2021-22 re-enrollment ends
3/12 – Faculty professional development (NO SCHOOL)



Today, the students did not attend regular classes, but instead 
participated in a full day retreat as we begin the Lenten 
season. The day was organized by our Campus Minister and 
Theology teacher, Mrs. Herman  The purpose of this retreat 
was to promote and foster authentic relationships with Jesus 
Christ. It drew from the Lenten themes of prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving as they relate to elements of healthy relationships 
such as communication, sacrifice, and gift of self. Above, 
Deacon Ken is shown leading the students in Adoration in the 
chapel that is part of our school building.

SPRING CRAFT FAIR
Calling all crafters!  In May, we will be having an outdoor 
craft fair in our parking lot.  More details will be coming on 
this, but for now, we would like to give our own families an 
opportunity to get a vendor table first before we open 
registration to others outside our school and parish 
communities.  If you are interested and would like more 
details, please contact Theresa Adams at 
craftfair@stjosephkeene.org.  Or go to:
https://www.stjosephkeene.org/spring-craft-fair
We are very excited about this new event!

HONOR ROLL -- QUARTER 2

FIRST HONORS
9th GRADE
James Crisman
Greta Fenn
Caden Nicholas
Tessa Pearson
10th GRADE
Sean Nelligan

SECOND HONORS
9TH GRADE

Aiva Bailey
Sophia Fisher
Ethan Lewis
Brooke Muchmore
Owen Sanderson
Alexander Shield
Ana Maria Swingle
10TH GRADE
Fitsum Visser

A big CONGRATULATIONS to our amazing Art teacher, 
Miss Fletcher! She has been selected as a Trendsetter by the 
Keene Sentinel, recognizing up-and-coming professionals in 
the region. This is a well-deserved honor for her for all of the 
tremendous work that she does in the community. We are so 
fortunate to have Miss Fletcher as one of our faculty 
members! 

https://www.stjosephkeene.org/spring-craft-fair


GOOD SAMARITAN AWARD
In an effort to promote good 
citizenship, Mercy faculty 
and staff hand out Good 
Samaritan Awards whenever
students demonstrate acts of 
kindness, service or mercy
towards others. These awards are tallied and contribute 
towards the house cup. Currently the Ursula House is 
winning the month 5-3 for the monthly Good Samaritan 
Awards.

During Catholic Schools Week, we had tons of fun during this special school spirit 
time! Mr. Toscano and Mr. Cardine were kind enough to participate in the toilet 
paper evening gown competition.  And a traditional game of musical chairs was 
enjoyed by everyone! 

PAST NEWSLETTERS 
If you ever need to reference newsletters from previous weeks, they are all available on the school web site.
https://www.mercy.academy/news

Some fun during the retreat today!

https://www.mercy.academy/news


Ski Trip to Pat’s 
Peak during 
Catholic Schools 
Week!


